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Getting Started: 
To successfully get eBooks from San Diego Public Library to your Kindle device, you will need the following: 

 
An Amazon Kindle Account 
You can register for one at https://kindle.amazon.com 
 
An Amazon Kindle device (Kindle, Kindle DX, Kindle Touch, Kindle Fire…etc.) registered to your Kindle Account 
 
A personal computer with Internet access (Public Library Internet computers are okay) 
 
Wireless Internet connection (for WI-FI enabled Kindle) 

 
A San Diego Public Library card and pin number.   
Please contact your local branch library if you need to create/update your card or pin number. 

 
 

1. Visit our library’s OverDrive collection at:  
www.sdpl.lib.overdrive.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Browse for you eBooks. 
Click on the book you are interested in borrowing.  
***If the book you are looking at has a black book 
on the top right corner, it’s available to check out. If 
it’s grey, then there is no copy available and you will 
need to place a hold. 
 

3. Make sure the format is available and 
borrow. 

After you have clicked on the book you want to 
borrow, check the right hand column to make sure 
the format you need is available. For reading on your 
web browser, make that “OverDrive READ” is 
available. Click on the “Borrow” button to borrow 

the ebook. 
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4. Please sign in. 
If you have not already signed into your account, you will be asked to sign in at this time.  
 
5. Transfer to your Kindle! 
To download the Kindle format, click on the “Download (Select one format)” and select “Kindle Book”. 
Then click on “Confirm & Download”. This will open an Amazon Kindle page. You may be required to sign 
into your Amazon.com account if you are not already logged in. 
 

 

Additional Resources to Help You with Your Kindle: 
 
For New Kindle Users 
http://tinyurl.com/7y4txov 
Borrowing Public Library eBooks 
http://tinyurl.com/6zbpbyj 
Transferring, Downloading, and Sending files to Kindle 
http://tinyurl.com/2a572nu 
General Kindle Support 
http://tinyurl.com/6hu5qa9 

6. Select your Kindle device.  
Click the “Get library book” button to download the book wirelessly to your 
Kindle. A few books (indicated on the catalog) cannot be transferred wirelessly 
and you will need to instead click “Download” at this point to download them 
to another computer and then transfer to the Kindle via USB. Likewise, if you 
have no Wi-Fi connection, please see instructions below. 

To Transfer your eBook by USB 
In case you do not have access to wireless Internet, or wireless download is not permitted, you can follow these steps to transfer your 
library eBook to your Kindle. 

1. Locate the item you want to transfer from your Amazon Kindle Account. 
2. Click on the "Actions..." dropdown beside the book's/personal document's title and select "Download and Transfer via USB."  
3. Select the Kindle you will transfer the file to and click the "Download" button. Save the file to a location on your computer that you 

will be able to locate. 
4. Connect your Kindle to your computer. Open the Kindle drive similar to opening an external USB drive. You will see several folders 

inside, one of which will be named "documents." This is the folder you will move the downloaded file into.  
5. Locate the downloaded file and copy it into the documents folder. You can generally copy files by clicking and dragging the file to the 

folder.  
6. Using your computer, eject the Kindle from the computer. After the Kindle is ejected, unplug the USB cable. Your content will 

appear on the Home screen of your Kindle.  
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